Title: Provider-based Recruitment for the National Children’s Study in Schuylkill County
Affiliation: Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Description of research: A rural county with three total obstetrical practices and one birth hospital,
Schuylkill County has been called an ideal location for provider-based recruitment for the National
Children’s Study. This poster describes the county’s recruitment processes, outcomes, challenges, and
recommendations. It also presents statistics related to enrollment and response rates within a segment-
based sampling frame.

Introduction: Describes the county’s recruitment environment, including the number of annual county
and segment births, OB practices/percentage of patients who are age and segment eligible, and birth
hospital.

Process: Describes the local provider-based recruitment process, including activities such as screening
patient charts, identifying preconception women, and physician involvement. Also provides an overview
of community outreach activities.

Outcomes: Presents information about the pace of enrollment, total enrollment, response rates, and
how women are hearing about the Study. (See Figures 1 and 2.)

Challenges: Describes what we consider to be the greatest challenges associated with provider-based
recruitment, such as limiting enrollment to segments, engaging all physicians and extenders within a
practice, training and motivating OB practice and hospital staff, and reaching/enrolling women who
agree to NCS contact at the provider office before they give birth.

Recommendations: Includes recommendations for provider-based recruitment, such as sampling
providers rather than geographic segments, sharing response rates with providers, reimbursing
providers for NCS work, conducting NCS visits at OB practices when possible, re-approaching eligible
women who are unresponsive at subsequent OB appointments, and further investigating the reasons for
Study refusals and the most successful messaging for recruitment and outreach materials.



Tables, Graphs, Figures:

Figure 1. Provider Recruitment and Study Enrollment over Time
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*Began recruitment at largest OB practice
**Began recruitment at second largest OB practice

Figure 2. How Screened Respondents Heard of the NCS

Before today, had you heard about the National Children’s Study? (If yes) How did you
hear about the National Children’s Study?
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Note: Percentages total more than
other §1% 100% because multiple responses

were accepted.



