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Recruitment Strategies:

1. Please comment on approaches the NCS may take to implement incentives for pre-natal care
providers for referral of eligible women into the Study. The Study is evaluating numerous
options, including: (1) capitation fees for referral of eligible participants who enroll in the study;
(2) a flat fee payment to providers that is not based on the number of participants referred; and
(3) provision of web-based seminars, on timely topics related to environmental influences on
children’s health, that are eligible for CME credits. Each of these options has a different profile
of potential pros (increased recruitment) and cons (appearance of conflict of interest/coercion
conflict of interest, decreased trust in study, appropriateness of use of public funds). We would
like the Committee to consider these options and to suggest which option(s) would maximize
recruitment rates while maintaining the ethical conduct of the Study.

2. In addition to the approaches outlined by the NCS Program Office, does the Committee have
additional suggestions for augmenting the NCS recruitment strategies?

3. Suggest mechanisms or programs that can increase NCS visibility while maintaining the
privacy and confidentiality of the participants? What specific factors should be considered.

Study Logistics:
Please comment on:

1. Methodological approaches that may be used to optimize and evaluate NCS study
implementation logistics.

2. Potential study visit locations and models that may be plausible in addition to in home,
clinic or tertiary care centers.

3. Approaches that might be considered to enhance participant satisfaction with their
participation in the NCS.

Visit Assessments:

1. From a technical standpoint, what kind of assays would be important to carry out in real-
time? Which assays can be deferred?

2. Please comment on the proposed analyses for evaluation of study visit assessments (those
tests and measures taken during a study visit)?



3. Given the Vanguard Study goals to evaluate recruitment, logistics, and study visit
assessments, are there additional goals that should be evaluated?

Advisory Committee Consultation:

1. Please comment on the plan to request the NCS Advisory Committee to review NCS
Program Office recommendations on Vanguard Study progress quarterly.



