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What is community engagement? 
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Community Engagement 
OBSSR presentation 

• Can take many forms from research/programs with limited 
community involvement to full collaboration with community 
partner organizations. 

• Can occur around a time-limited project, however it frequently 
involves/evolves into long-term partnerships transcending the 
traditional singular health focus. 

• It often involves partnerships and coalitions that help mobilize 
resources and influence systems, change relationships 
among partners, and serve as catalysts for changing policies, 
programs and practices. 
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Why is community engagement a 
cornerstone of the NCS? 
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Study Recruitment  and Retention
is  a Multi‐level Process
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What does community engagement 
mean in a study with a 

standard protocol? 
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Duplin County,  NC  Community  Advisory Group  
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Which are the communities we 
need to reach? 
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Build links to  

local 

communities 

Explain the NCS  

to  many  
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the  potential 
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scientists 

who care about 

children’s heath 

Translate Study 

results for:  

•policy makers at  

national, state, and 

local levels 

•politicians 

•clinicians 

•local communities 

•Study participants 
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Eligible 
women 
in our 

defined 
communities 
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Eligible 
women 
in our 

defined 
communities 

Study 
participants 
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Family members 
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women 
in our 

defined 
communities 

Study 
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Neighbors, friends, community leaders, politicians, faith leaders, 
health care and social services providers, teachers, and more 

Family members 

Eligible 
women 
in our 

defined 
communities 

Study 
participants 



What are NCS’s community 
engagement challenges? 
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The  National  Children’s  Study  (NCS)  

Rural areas like  Duplin County,  NC  



The  National  Children’s  Study  (NCS)  

Major  metropolitan  areas like  Los  Angeles 



Suburban gated communities  



South  Dakota’s version  of  “gated communities”  



Population  with  Many  
Cultures  & Languages  

Welcome υποδοχή 
Bienvenue Welkom 

Boa vinda добро  пожаловать  

 Bienvenidos 

Benvenuto Wilkommen 
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The  National  Children’s  Study  (NCS)  
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How is community engagement 
implemented across the 

Study Centers and 
Study populations? 
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Community  Engagement Activities  

and Their  Focus  

Website 
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How  Did  Women  Who  Completed  a Pregnancy  

Screener  Hear  About NCS? (N~700) 

Colorado
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Reaching out to  

Hard‐to‐reach Populations  

Arkansas
 

Study
 

Center 
 

•	 50% of staff are bilingual 

•	 20% of staff are Latina and native 
Spanish speakers 

•	 Bilingual community leaders serve 
on Community Action Boards 

•	 Identified how Hispanic families 
receive information, e.g., Spanish 
newspaper, radio and television 
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Study Centers use a variety of approaches to 
maintain community awareness of and support for 

the National Children’s Study 
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Advertising 
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Duplin County  Billboard  
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Duplin County
Newspaper  Ad
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Information dissemination 
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Presentations  to  community  and care providers  
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Partnerships with  local  organizations  



Community Participation 
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Events 

Schools 





Resource Sharing 
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Giving back to the community
while  promoting the NCS 

 

Sponsoring events 

Participating in 
community activities 

Employing people 
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Statewide  Newsletter  to  retain  interest  in  the NCS  



Information and activity  for  children
in  elementary  school  newspaper 

 

The  National  Children’s  Study  (NCS) 
 



Community engagement 
is key to recruiting 

and 
retaining the NCS cohort 
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North Carolina Study Center 

Nancy Dole, Co-PI 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Carolina Population Center 
CB# 8120, University Square 
123 West Franklin Street 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516-2524 
(nancy_dole@unc.edu) 

http://centers.nationalchildrensstudy.gov/unc/ 
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